COMMUNIST EDUCATION                     41
Jesus," which fought bitterly against the Bolsheviks, consisted
entirely of priests. At the present day there is complete freedom
of worship outside the school. In Pravda of March 1935 a case is
reported of a school in a village where the teacher takes the
children to church. It appears that the church is some distance
from the village, and the parents insisted that the teacher
should accompany the children. The local education authority
was approached by some zealous atheists with a request for the
dismissal of the teacher. The education authority replied that it
could not and would not do so, as both the teacher's work and
relations with the parents were excellent. There is no likelihood
of the education authority being overridden. There is an insti-
tute in Moscow for the training of priests. From the schools,
religion has been banished entirely. Marxism does not accept
any explanation of the universe which is at all metaphysical,
any explanation the truth of which cannot be tested scien-
tifically. Its hostility to religion arises, not only from the fact of
its untruth according to Marx, but also from the fact that it has
always been the handmaiden of autocracy, and on the side of
reaction and oppression. General Waters tells how the late Tsar
expressed to him his willingness to introduce compulsory uni-
versal education. He was unable to do so because of the oppo-
sition of the Church. More often than not, religion in Russia was
synonymous with superstition, sometimes of a very primitive
character. For the mass of the peasants, Christianity was a very
thin veneer over pagan rites and ceremonies.
Anti-religion is not taught as a subject in the schools. But,
just as religious ideas are inculcated in children in Christian
countries, by the way, whether in a lesson or a story or a picture,
so anti-religious ideas are inculcated in Soviet children. In the
school it takes the form of scientific explanations of natural phe-
nomena, with always a reference to the absurdity, for modem
times, of the religious explanation. It would be quite impossible
to have in a Soviet school the entire separation of subjects as I
have known it happen in an English school, where the Scripture
lesson dealt with the Creation, and the geology lesson that